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are discussions on all the religious and philosophical
points of the Buddhist view of life. The Buddha
himself is the principal interlocutor, but several of
his principal disciples play a distinguished part in
the book. In depth of philosophic insight, in the
method of Socratic questioning often adopted, in
the earnest and elevated tone of the whole, in the
evidence they afford of the most cultured thought
of the day, these discourses constantly remind the
reader of the Dialogues of Plato. It would be
worse than foolish to attempt any description of
their contents. Each of the 183 dialogues would
demand at least a single lecture to make its mean-
ing clear. They have a style of their own, always
dignified and occasionally rising into eloquence. It
is a style intended, however, not to be read, but to
be learnt by heart. You will easily understand
therefore that it is a style intensely abhorrent to the
modern devourer of newspapers and reviews and the
last new novel. Scholars however will revere this
book as one of the most priceless of the treasures of
antiquity still preserved to us. And it is quite inevi-
table that, as soon as it is properly translated and un-
derstood, this collection of the Dialogues of Gotama
will come to be placed, in our schools of philosophy
and history, on a level with the Dialogues of Plato.
Ninety-one out of the 186 have now been edited